
THE PARISH OF UREGAR. 

SITUATION. This Parish lieA partly in the Barony of 
Coshffia and partly in that of Small County. The latter por
tion is bounded on the north by the Parist.. of Knockainy and 
the portion of Uregar Parish in the Barony of Coshma; on the 
west by ~he latterr on the south by Kilbreedy Major and on 
the east by the Parish of Athneasy. 

NAME. This Parist is called in Irjsh An Iubhar Ghearra 
in the nominative form and Na h-Iubhrach Girre in the geni
tive form. It 8eems to signify the Short Yew, but there is 
no yew tree now visible in the locality. 

The old grave yard, in which formerly stood the old 
Church of this Parish, is situated in the Townland of Uregar 
but no portion of the walls of the Church are now standing. 
It is said that the stones of this building have been used 
by Mr. R. levers Wilson, called by the people Riohd. Ievers 
(Q,u. Is Wilson a property riame?) the proprietor, in b;iilding 
the wall which now surrounds the grave yard. 

104 

Fitzgerald i.r1 History Lim. describes the walls of this 106 
Church as standing in his time; his words are: "About a mile 
from Bruff on the left, are the walls of an old Church callei 
Uregare." Vol.I, p.323. 
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In the immediate vicinity of the grave yar~, to the 
eastward, and in the same Townlana is a holy well called 
Tobar San Mairgh6d, i.e., St. Margaret's Well; the people 
say that no Stations are now performed at it. 

Th8 ruins of Ballygrennan Castle are situated in the 
Townland of the same name adjoining the residence of Mr. 
Bdwd.. Ryan and about half (three quRrters) a mtle from the 
Townland of Bruff. The main building mea:=;ures sixteen feet 
two inches in breadth (inside) and twenty five and a half 
feet in length exclusive of a circular staircase situated in 
the south west corner and a set of small apartments to the 
north of this staircase and in the north west corner of the 
Castle. The second floor is destroyed& the third is arched. 106 
There was another fleer over this, but it is now destroyed. 
The stair case at present goes no higher than the lev~l of' 
the second floor. The windows are for the most part quadran-
gular and divided into quadrangular compartments. TbA walls 
are about fifty feet high, two feet. ten aud a half incne~ in 
thickness, embattled and built of small stones. This main 
building is surrounded by a very extensive range of strong 
and old looking buildings in ruins. This Castle belonged to 
the Evans family (p.322}. "At Bruff (p.321) a:l the l~nds 
on the left extendin~ a good way to the east an1 south belong 
to the Evans or Carbery famjly. About a mile (not so muoh, 
P.O'K.) from this is the Castle of Bally Grenan, a very fine 
and noble building surrounded 11ii th ra.mp'.3.rts and battlemonts." 
Fitzgerald's History of Limerick, Vol.I. 

In the same Townland of Ballygrennan and in the vicinity 107 
of the Town of Bruff, are the ruins of an old Church said 
traditionally to have been tuilt by George Evans who came to 
Ireland with Prince William and who occupied the Castle of 
Ballygrennaa. The present length of this Church from east 
to west is nineteen feet three inches and its breadth twenty 
one feet, but the west gable as well as the upper portion 
of the north wall seP.ms a more modern erection. The entire 
building indeed, has a comparatively modern appearance. On 
the east gable there is a large pointed window, now nearly 
filled up with stone work. On the west gable, the upper 
part of which is broken, there is a round-arched doorway 
seven feet high by ttree fee~ seven inches. On the north 
wall neBr the east end there is a quadrangular doorway, now 
filled up with masonry except a small portion of the upper 
part on the east side, where this atone work is broken. 

See sketch opposite. 

The walls of this Church are about seventeen feet high, 108 
two feet seven and a half inches in thickness and built ex-
ternally of regular sized stones cemented with lime and sand 
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mortar. The internal ~art of the building is composed princi
pally of brick work. The ~astern end is enclosed to a certain 
height as a burial place bAlonging t() the Bvans family; there 
are no persons interred here now except members of this family. 

In the Townland of Bulgadeen Hall are the ruins of Bul
gadeen Hall Houee, of which Jitzgerald speaks ~s followst-

"llere (1.e., at Bulgadeen in the Parish of l:ilbreedy 
Major) is a small village of thatched houses and the ruins 
of a castle, a little to the north of which is Bulgadeen Hall 
onoe the superb seat of .Tobn Bvn.11s, Bsq., who was brother to 
the first Lord Carbery; its present fine remains prove it to 
have ranked amongst the most magnificent mansions in Munster, 
but it is now almost in ruins, none of the family having res
ided here for many years." Htst. Limk. Vol.I, p.390. 

The antiquities of the foregoing Parish were examined 109 
by and ~escribed by Ur. O'Keeffe. 




